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LITERARY GUILD—JANUARY SELECTION 


Barker, Shirley Rivers Parting 


Dec. 29, 1950. $3.00. 

Superficially fictionalized account early colonial 
New England, Rivers Parting carries with 
deep undertones which reveal the attributes and 
set Moving these vigorous adventurers they 
were transplanted the New World. Miss Barker 
accomplished craftsman who possesses the art 
and who portrays atmosphere 
with painstaking historical authenticity. 
work Most uncommon historical novel that does 
not rely essentially upon the time-worn formula 
and eroticism for its appeal. Not that 
without its errors, since does utilize very naturalistic 
appproach most moral problems, and relies heavily 
upon fleshly love for its romantic element. Yet this 
hasic the author’s theme. she attempting 
show that the New Hampshire settlers, 
unlike their Puritan neighbors Massachusetts, were 
stock who took their worship God 
matter-of-fact way, and who lived and loved the 
way. 

The narrative focused two generations the Scar- 
locks, John and Will. 1628, John was young and 
carefree Nottingham landholder who looked forward 
marrying his barmaid sweetheart, Joan, whose favors 
had frequently enjoyed. when in- 
Captain Neal migrate the Laconia Com- 
pany’s new colony the Piscataqua country, later 
New Hampshire, eagerly signs up, en- 
Joan’s promise follow shortly. That she 
does, and their subsequent marriage eventually 
with three daughters and son, 
his father grow knowledge, Will matricu- 
Harvard where remains adamant non- 
Following the death his father, 
decides not return his studies, but rather visit 
the English farm which his father never had sold. 
prompted political and business 
since had been selected his townsfolk 
them selling ship’s timbers the mother 
country arm her for her wars. 


coming does during the plague. the 
midst this horror meets Doll who sings the 
lute ina London tavern. Later when they meet again 
amid the giddy atmosphere the Goose Fair carnival 
they through hasty wedding ceremony. 


Two visitors from the colonies suddenly reverse the 
course Will’s life. had never before thought 
Nan Goble, who had been reared his parents, except 
good friend, although had been aware 
fondness when took his leave from the colonies. 
Now, London, when she announces her forthcoming 
marriage Truth Damarill, Will’s dearest friend 
Harvard, Will realizes that has been love with 
her. Thinking that Doll has been killed during the 
Great Fire, they admit their mutual feeling and plan 
their future together. But Doll returns, and Will, 
aware the conflict, takes her with him the colonies, 
thinking that Nan would marry Truth, who has accept- 
parish England. Instead, Nan, having broken 
her engagement, also returns New Hampshire. Then 
moment passion she gives herself her lover. 
Seeking avoid disgrace herself and his family, she 
plans back England bear her child. But 
alas! there need for her departure. Just she 
about board the vessel she approached Doll 
who announces that she going sail instead. Why? 
her confession she admits having already had 
husband the time she went through the ceremony 
with Will. Naturally, she had never been his wife. 


There doubt about the fact that Miss Barker 
capable stirring reader interest through the 
imagery and artistry her words. The tortures, horrors 
and utter desperation those suffering the plague 
and the Great Fire are realistically described. There 
life and feeling her characters who are not permitted 
sink mere puppetry. And you put her book 
down with sense having learned least little 
about the people who early settled this land. Unfor- 
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tunately cannot along with her acceptance 
the wrong-doings her characters. True, her story 
study contrasts, but that does not justify con- 
donation illicit actions. And are not unduly im- 
pressed the Hollywoodian solution the triangle. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, 


LITERARY GUILD—FEBRUARY SELECTION 


Masters, John Nightrunners Bengal 
Viking. Jan. 19, 1951. 330p. $3.00. 

May 10, 1857, the English residents the Presi- 
dency Bengal were massacred. With perfect Aris- 
totelian precision, John Masters has carved out that 
fact novel with beginning, middle and end— 
the enkindling the holocaust, the hideous moment 
its flaming, and the dying embers its aftermath. 
Historically, the Sepoy troops turned their British 
officers and murdered them part conspiracy that 
littered the land with the mutilated bodies women 
and children. The flame caught. short time the 
Honourable East India Company, symbol British 
might and power, had gone the smoke battle. 
Retaliation from Victoria’s outraged government added 
blood streams overflowing blood. The way was 
being prepared for Kipling and for the Crowning 
the Queen Empress India. 


Upon this single historical foundation, the author has 
erected work fiction that may not more lasting 
than brass but which nevertheless deserves the title 
monument. historical sense, the novel gives the 
reader what Guthrie, Jr., calls richer sense 
the present”. fiction, has all the mounting sus- 
pense Hitchcock, the adventurous pageantry 
Mille and the toughness Ford. 


Captain Rodney Savage, the hero, forms the focus 
through which the reader introduced the life 
British outpost—the heat, the formal duties, the fanged 
gossip the women, the unremitting effort “keep 
up”, the narrow social point view and the complete 
lack comprehension for India and all things Indian. 
that ambient, existence lay like imported British 
oil floating the surface muddied Indian well. 


Caroline Langford appears the scene after serving 
with Florence Nightingale the Crimea. She tries 
burst through the British protective coating get 
the people and her efforts trouble Savage that 
stirred unwilling awareness the problem. After 
the massacres, Caroline who helps restore his sense 
reality, Caroline who guides and nurses him, 
who pushes him help minister the plague-stricken 
jungle-village where they are hiding. Caroline 
who restores him sense love counteract the 
hate that destroying him. 


The Rani nearby state tries inveigle Savage 
into staying with her. She murderess who needs 
Savage’s military skill protect her own little domain. 
Smuggling and bribery are involved and the mysterious 
signs unrest the East. Savage finally comes 
understand when too late save his company, 
but not too late save himself. 


Barker Masters Armstrong 


Best 


Two three passages the book could well 
been censored without too much damage the 
The professionally interested literature will 


told. 
Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D., 
Department Romance 


Fordham University, 
New York, 


Armstrong, Hamilton Fish Tito and 
Macmillan. Jan. 15, 1951. 312p. $3.50. 

The story Tito’s break with Stalin has been 
ating object speculation for the last two years. 
Armstrong, editor Foreign Affairs, does much 
clear the mystery his well-written study 
munist heresy. The author concludes that the 
was genuine and probably irrevocable. Moreover, 
documents this thesis convincing manner. 


The second half the book treats Tito’s alleged 
lowers other Iron Curtain countries, most 
have been executed for their “confessed” 
discusses Wladyslaw Gomulka, Poland; 
Clementis, Czechoslovakia; Markos Vafiades, 
Greece; Traicho Kostov, Bulgaria; Koci Xoxe, 
Albania; Laszlo Rajk, Hungary; and the very 
alive Mao Tse-tung, China. The general 
that seeds nationalism exist all these 
but that the deposed and executed leaders were prob 
ably not league with Tito. They suffered 
tive punishment. 


Especially interesting the analysis the conditions 
which made Tito’s break feasible, whereas successful 
nationalist revolts would highly improbable amon 
other Balkan The author sees 
China similar that Yugoslavia and 


that Mao’s defection should considered the light 


remote but distinct probability. 


Armstrong judges that there should increasing 
provement. the same time, does not gloss over 
the essential Communism Tito. blind 
adulator Tito his expert adviser, Mosha 
although the factual recital events likely 
voke admiration for Tito’s courage, regardless 
other faults. There only passing mention of, and 
judgment upon, the case Archbishop Stepinatz. 


issued the Library, University 


BEST SELLERS Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Subscription price, $2.50; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $3.00. Entered second 
class matter, April 16, 1943, the post office 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, under the act March 
Copyright, 1950, the University 
Indexed the Catholic Periodical Index. 
Suitable for General 
Reading. II. Adults Only, because of: Advanced 
Content and Style; Immoral Language Incidents. 
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HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 

Street Keyes Dec. 
Son Hundred Kings (1) Costain Nov. 
The Cardinal Robinson Apr. 
The Adventurer (IIb) Waltari Nov. 


Across the River and Into the 


Trees (IIb) Hemingway Oct. 


Bennett’s Welcome (IIb) Fletcher Oct. 
The Little World Don Camillo (I) Aug. 
Thirteen Clocks Thurber Dec. 
River of the Sun (Ila) Ullman Jan. 1 

n-Tiki (1) Heyerdahl 
London Journal Boswell Nov. 
The Hinge Fate (Ila) Churchill Jan. 
Out This World (1) Thomas, Jr. Dec. 
Belles Their Toes Gilbreth Oct. 


pleasure recommend this impartial and well- 
balanced study Communist nations satellite and 
former satellite positions. 
Rev. John Cronin, 
Washington, 


Young, Desmond Rommel, The Desert Fox 
Harper. Jan. 17, 1951. 264p. $3.50. 


Waterloo Wellington supposed have remarked, 
“Generals have something else great battle 
besides firing each other”. Extending this Welling- 
tonian principle the post-battle period, Brigadier 
Desmond Young has produced friendly study the 
life the legendary German Field-Marshal, Erwin 
Rommel. 


Rommel was, fact, legend long before was 
anyone following the news reports 
fom North Africa 1941-1942, the name Rommel 
conjured vision brave and brilliant, daring 
and dangerous general, who, with his army specialists 
warfare, always did the unexpected and some- 
times the seemingly impossible. From this picture 
Brigadier Young subtracts but little glamor and adds 
somewhat glory. tells that the Afrika Korps 
had special training; that owed its apparent in- 
vincibility not scientific preparation but the daring 
tank tactics Rommel. 


This hero Germany’s war North Africa was 
neither Junker nor Nazi. 


was born Wurttemberg 1891, the son one 
schoolmaster and the grandson another. His child- 
hood passed without incident and, after completing his 
education, joined the army 1910. Coming 
did from middle-class Swabian family without the 
prestige aristocracy the influence powerful 
military connections, his chances rapid promotion 
and fame seemed negligible. War however, 
broke the pattern. his distinguished record (two 
Crosses and the Pour Mérite), Rommel was one 
the junior officers selected after Versailles Gen- 
eral von Seekct form the hard core the new 
army. 1933, when Hitler became Chan- 
cellor, Erwin Rommel was major. 


Young 
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The German officer the 1920’s was above 
politics. fitted well into that category. His 
intellectual solely military 
matters. was not interested political questions. 
Hitler accepted patriotic idealist with some good 
ideas which might help Germany. Brigadier Young 
assures that this kindly conception did not extend 
his Nazi followers for whom Rommel had 
use”. His first close association with the Nazis came 
when was assigned the task tightening disci- 
pline the Hitler Youth. Oddly enough, was 
relieved his post when the group’s Nazi director 
disagreed with his view that the training program was 
too narrowly military. The Nazis, however, held 
malice toward Rommel, and was appointed com- 
mander Hitler’s personal bodyguard for the march 
into the Sudetenland. Brigadier Young insists that 
Rommel was the personal selection Hitler who had 
been impressed Rommel’s Infanterie Greift An, pub- 
lished cannot avoid thinking that per- 
haps there was more the selection than met Young’s 
eye. 

The confusion about the simple facts Rommel’s life 
arises largely from the activity Nazi propagandists. 
His victories Africa were needed grist for the propa- 
gandists’ mill. Suddenly, the dream world the 
Nazi press despatches, became the son working- 
man, ardent Nazi, early leader the Storm 
troops, and forth. Brigadier Young does nothing 
else, exposes Goebbel’s fictions. 

the House Commons Prime Minister Churchill 
described Rommel great general. General Auchin- 
leck special order saw fit remind his troops that 
“our friend Rommel” was means superman. 
Young does excellent job explaining the feats 
arms which evoked both compliment and caution. 
may true General von Thoma insisted, that Rom- 
mel did not understand the “technique” tank war- 
fare, but even von Thoma admits that was master 
tactician. This mastery tactics, coupled with tre- 
mendous energy and willingness take long chances, 
goes far toward explaining the German successes 
North Africa. When was finally turned back 
Montgomery Alamein was sheer weight 
numbers and the end the retreat his army retained 
sufficient fighting spirit for Kasserine Pass. 

That Rommel’s war Africa was free from the 
fluous brutality which marked the struggle with the 
Nazis Europe, students military affairs generally 
agree. The British generals who served against him 
Africa are willing even further and credit him 
with possessing high degree chivalry. (Brigadier 
Young claims personal experience this.) Rommel 
may have been chivalrous only comparison with his 
colleagues, but certain that refused comply 
with Hitler’s orders regard the shooting com- 
mandos taken prisoners. Young remarks that does 
not like German generals class, but cannot help 
liking some them. Rommel obviously one the 
select few. 

Alamein marked the ending Rommel’s respect for 
Hitler. The Leader’s hysterical order hold all 
costs the face impossible military situation em- 
bittered Rommel. Returning Europe, found that 
was not alone feeling that Hitler and his Nazis 


: 
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had lost the war for Germany. soon became part 
what was apparently widespread conspiracy for 
the overthrow Hitler and the negotiation peace 
with the Western Allies. From Young’s evidence 
appears that Rommel was not one the inner circle 
conspirators. His popularity was used lend pres- 
tige the movement, but had part the group’s 
abortive bomb-plot 1944. This overt act led 
unravelling the whole conspiracy and Rommel, 
already seriously injured Allied air attack, was 
given his choice standing trial before Peoples’ Court 
taking his own life. chose what Young appar- 
ently considers the more honorable alternative, and 
was buried with full honors state funeral. 


Brigadier Young’s study leaves the impression that 
Rommel was ardent German nationalist and good 
more and nothing less. word 
caution the reader: Young’s evidence was gathered 
from pro-Rommel witnesses defeated Germany, 
hardly sufficient basis for drawing anything but tenta- 
tive conclusion.) well-written biography spiced 
with dash humor and smattering anti-Chur- 
chillian barbs, possessing the added virtues sustained 
interest and timeliness. 
Frank 


University Scranton 


Spurs from San Isidro 
$3.00. 


Briscoe, Birdsall 
Dutton. Jan. 1951. 


pleasure praise this book, commendably 
clean, commendably free from bad language, com- 
mendably free from all the psycho-analytics that beset 
nowadays. essentially simple story, set the 


year 1888. 


Andrew Wales, studying art New York, sum- 
moned his ranch home Texas the news his 
father’s death. finds that Jim Wales, riding out 
with forty thousand dollars his saddlebags pay 
for herd cattle had bought from neighbor, 
Conrad Fielding, shot, struck down 
unknown hand, and the money mysteriously spirited 
away. Fielding stands out for his forty thousand dol- 
lars, and Andrew realizes that must put his career 
artist away from him and devote himself work- 
ing off the colossal debt and tracking down his father’s 
murderer. ostensibly mystery story which 
clues are picked and conversations and characters 
are noted—but good deal more than that. 
its unpretentious way study man who faces 
his duty and finds the doing unexpected 
happiness. For though murderer and money duly come 
light, and Andrew finds love with the young 
girl has known all his life and marries her the 
last chapter, the real interest the book lies the 
way which the bitterness his longing for the art 
has given turns contentment being among 
“his people.” 


256p. 


Two things especially liked; one was that never 
entered Andrew’s head suspect certain people against 
whom there was some amount evidence and who 
were possible because they were “his peo- 
ple” and because, Hercule Poirot would undoubtedly 
say, was not “in their character”; and the other was 


Briscoe Seton 


Best 


the repugnance with which found the 
ginning point towards the unpleasant Fielding 
whose wife had exceedingly idealistic 
nice find these two different kinds 
real villain turns out all that could 
skulking, sinister, shooting scoundrel. 


The style the book not altogether the 
tent. Some descriptive passages are gripping, but 
nervous spasmodic character the conversations mak: 
reading and lacks the ring 
Needless say, proximity Mexico shown 
liberal interlarding Spanish words and phrases. 
why 1888 should insisted the date the 
mystery this reviewer. The book would mak 
good movie—but don’t suppose any movie producer 
could handle that most delicate and ethereal thing, 
feeling Andrew for Celeste Fielding, should 
handled. spite the blurb the jacket there 
miracles the book. 


Angela Cave, 
Manhattanville College 

the Sacred Heart, 
New York, 


Seton, Anya 

Houghton, Mifflin. Jan. 1951. 346p. $3.00. 
This standard brand rental-library fare, compounded 
many familiar elements. There the noble redman, 
Jonathan Dart (one-fourth Apache) educated min 
ing schools; Amanda, his gay, pretty wife from the 
East; the dingy, ugly little mining town Arizona 
where Dart unsuccessfully works under stupid man- 
ager, for sick owner, and with crafty, brutal asso 
ciate; faded, French mystic whose late Irish husband, 
after building her palatial home, had killed her lover 
and himself died soon plays opera 
And there are the copper disk, with map lost 
gold mine scratched it; the notes Dart’s father had 
left about the Enchanted City with wall glittering 
gold, found 1798 two Franciscan missionaries 
and the admonition Dart’s Apache grandfather had 
given him never disturb that city. 

After which only necessary for Dart the 
victim misunderstanding with the men and owner 
the local mine, and lose his job before 
Amanda loses her unborn baby. Whereupon and 
Amanda and the drunkard who the local doctor 
search for and find the gold mine. Treachery the 
part the doctor and revenge the part the 
Apaches remove the doctor from the scene, endanger 
Dart’s life, and give him and Amanda opportunity 
revive their lost love. Upon return town, they 
learn that their mystical friend has induced town 
prostitute clear Dart responsibility the local 
mine accident, and that now manager 
the mine. 

This should make movie with good box-office 
Some the minor characters and incidents are enter 
taining; some the Indian notes are interesting. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Canning, Victor Bird Prey 
Mill Co., Inc. Jan. 247p. $3.00. 

Take Venice, Italy, the scene for the action; add 
eye” (whose mother was French actress 
continental reputation and whose father was English 
and who, therefore, fluently speaks Italian, 
French, and English); assemble the to-be-expected hired 
thugs give our down-at-heels hero occasional sav- 
age drubbing; mix into plot involving 
morals, and dark-haired heroine who, though sup- 
posedly bright, not aware all the skullduggery afoot 
about her, chiefly because she push-over for the 
amorous effect the aforesaid desperado, and you will 
least you can come with pretty good adven- 
ture story. 

That what Victor Canning has done. And although 
his descriptive powers fail awaken 
recollection the reina adriatica even memory 
tolerably familiar with the locale, the accent action 
enough satisfy the reader. 


Bird Prey well-plotted story. need not, 
might well have been, and there are indications that 
the author hoped would be. way case 
comparison, Mr. Hemingway makes the stones and 
shadows and winds and waters Venezia vivid and 
vital, however shoddy his story may seem. Mr. Can- 
ning’s Venice might have been culled from Baedeker’s 
Northern Italy, except for brief and tourist-trip sketch 
Murano glass factory. 


But the reader who likes adventures complicated and 
spiced with dollop brutality, should find this better 
than the pocket-book variety, though, begging your 
pardon, bit harder his pocketbook. Alfred Hitch- 
cock, Carol Reed, Robert Siodmak could make 
thrilling film Bird Prey, because keeps accelerat- 
ing its pace and ends with breathless, stumbling 
chase across rooftops night within sight the Piazza 
San Marco. would reserve for adult hare-and- 
hounds fans. 


Kadish, Point Honor 
Random House. Jan. 19, 1951. 311p. $3.00. 


Point Honor should top flight novel. has 
men, ideas, war, interior conflict, and, apart from its 
superabundance lower echelon dirty-talk, some fairly 
good writing and authentic dialogue. The ingredients 
are all there but final “touch” missing. Adult 
readers will find something like Lobster Newburgh 
carefully prepared according Louis Diat recipe from 
the Ritz Carlton but somehow tasting strictly 
the Bronx. 

Somewhere misfired. The story the inner conflicts 
Sergeant Holloway, Lieutenant Evans, Captain 
Crown, Colonel Calouris and their artillery battalion 
lacks relationship some central, unifying theme. Hol- 
loway, big, tough and superficial solves his problem 
concluding that “you did what you 
had and that was all there was it”. Evans 
Worries more about his problem, fears it, but forces 
himself the acceptance that leads his death 
the line duty. Captain Crown shamefully gets 
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decorated for his cowardice when advanced Obser- 
vation Post from which had run terror, receives 
direct hit from German artillery. was the sole 
survivor; they thought him hero. The cowardice 
Colonel Colouris not abject and animal 
Crown’s. Colouris rationalizes, justifies mental 
acrobatics. When can stand longer, has 
himself transferred staff (safe) duty with promo- 
tion. And seems rather satisfied find that 
not the perfect soldier. 

From Cassino the other side Rome, these men 
carry the philosophical problem responsibility 
their backs like much ammunition for their thoughts 
and their talk. However, the weight mires down the 
narrative more than howitzer the mud. The result 
that the story moves shifts and starts, going from 
one man the other and back again, giving each one 
fair chance state his problem the war and defend 
develop it. Nor there much help gathered from 
such minor characters Padrone, Grostock, Ehrlich, 
whose names are index the roles they play. 


Individual scenes are well done: the moving the 
guns; Crown’s cowardice; Evans’ death; Ehrlich’s mad- 
ness; Padrone and Holloway saving some Italian women 
from couple Goums with the French 
“Ayrab” troops. Again, the larger force, the more 
sweeping motive wanting. these, the men 
and their problems seem like lot loose ends hastily 
gathered together and stuffed bag. best they 
form broken series rather competent vignettes. 


The philosophy turns out too superficial make the 
ideas dominate. The action comes too sporadically 
give the novel sense continuous, meaningful move- 
ment. Perhaps the author’s next novel will strike the 
balance that Point Honor has certainly failed find. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 


Fordham University, 
New York, 


House Glass 


Wrightson, Pegg 

Morrow. Jan. 10, 1951. $3.00. 
takes writing skill telescope one hundred years 
London family life novel, but concentrating 
the emotions its central character, Mrs. Wrightson 
has spun smooth outline the loves six genera- 
tions. House Glass employs the device alternat- 
ing scene the daily existence dying matriarch 
with flashback into her lively memory active 
emotional past. 

When very young Deborah becomes literally 
sessed” unreturned love for handsome David 
Trent, she very beautiful, spoiled and vain. When 
David marries another girl, Deborah does her malicious 
best torment her rival. She succeeds far beyond her 
wish, for believing that David loves Deborah, his wife 
commits suicide. the meantime Deborah has mar- 
ried Edward, the perfect picture patient lover 
grateful for crumbs and willing overlook his wife’s 
passion for another. Even when Deborah leaves him 
and their young son and goes America with David, 
Edward forgiving. David’s desertion Deborah, 
Edward brings her back home, giving David’s son his 
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own name. spite her affection and gratitude for 


her husband, Deborah does not forget David. She 
transfers some her blind adoration his son Chris- 
topher and ignores Edward’s children. 


pattern set wilful selfishness, immorality and 
illegitimacy, which Deborah sees repeated each 
five generations. Her warnings are rejected and the 
bitter scandals are cast her example. After 
Edward’s death, she marries David, knowing she will 
never have his love. 

Her last year occupied with the struggle save 
beloved great-granddaughter from her own mistake. 
She dies knowing that she has done this much least. 
Though the story covers Victoria’s regime through 
World War II, its London background shadowy. 
Deborah’s pride and weakness, her disregard for others 
and vain follies fill its pages. One reason why she 
probably fails warn her erring descendants effec- 
tively because she remains her last moment selfish 
and intolerant, insistent that her only sin lay marry- 
ing Edward. doctor sums her mistakes thus 
“You have spent your whole life crying over the dross 


” 


when the gold has been yours for the taking”. 


That lesson there for any reader, but hardly worth 
having wade through heart throbs and tempestuous 
scenes with old lady. Because its shallow his- 
trionics and the theme that crime doesn’t pay only be- 
cause injures the criminal, this book not recom- 
mended. 

Kathleen 

Bethesda, Maryland 


From One Word 

Selected Poems from 1944-1949, Edited John 
$2.50. 

This the third volume poems selected from Spirit, 
the magazine published The Catholic Poetry Society 
America, the others being From the Four Winds 
(1934-1939) and Drink from the Rock (1939-1944). 
Those who have enjoyed the magazine the two prior 
anthologies poems from will surely take pleasure 
the current selection, which maintains the standard 
excellence and variety set the earlier books. 


For those who are not acquainted with “Spirit,” From 
the Four Winds, Drink from the Rock, can 
said that this poetry permeated with Catholic feel- 
ing, generally traditional form, but many respects 
experimental and original. The work characterized 
generally attempt expand the poetic vocabu- 
lary borrowing from the terminology philosophy, 
science, and even grammar: 


From One Word 


Best 


Then was but parsed other moods 

And bound quick subjunctives the throat, 
They led away: 

And love’s declension accusative. 


This attempt results many cases, here, 
that is, this reviewer least, both obscure 
irritating, but sign health and life and 
poetry, and such stretching and enlarging 
vocabulary and imagery surely beneficial the 
velopment poetry general, and keeping 
touch with the world, however unfortunate may the 
occasional results. Nevertheless, comfortable, 
the tortured images and words, the harsh sounds 
strange thoughts the poem quoted, the last the 
volume, turn back the first, “Refrain for the 
Seasons,” James Duff, along whose simple smooth. 
ness the mind moves like hand caressing old wor 
axe-helve. This poem and Francis Maguire’s 
Ark” will probably appeal most the unsophisticated 
taste and the mind unused the effort picking 
meaning out flying images; they seem stand 
two the three most successful poems the 
but they not, some the less successful poems do, 
stand signposts trail blazes showing ways into new 
and unexplored country. The third poem have 
mind, Thomas Merton’s “The Quickening St. John 
the Baptist” was included, remember rightly, his 
book, The Seven Storey Mountain. that poem, 
seems me, have not only experimentation, but 
experimentation that has wholly succeeded—not trail 
into new land, but the new land and 
emotion, faith and beauty and humor and physical 
ing are that poem incredibly poem 
memorize and say over yourself, once for amuse- 
ment and prayer! 


Many poems this book deserve special mention and 
commendation. Though impossible here list 
them all, word must said for the quiet perfection 
style “Anniversary” and “What Was Promise 
the Bud,” Kevin Sullivan, for the whirlwind vigor, 
the humor and affection, “The Castellano Captains,” 
John Maher Murphy, and for the faith and 
ness expressed “Prayer Nursery Window,” 
Frances Stoakley Lankford. 

Kenton Kilmer, 

Arlington, Virginia 


CORRECTION 


the December 15th issue Best Sellers, Be- 


yond Humanism John Ryan was mistakenly 
listed Beyond Freedom. 
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